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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2022

Christmas Carol Service We are delighted to be able to host Parents/Guardians at our
Christmas Carol Service on December 21*. Given continuing concerns in relation to flu Covid
19 and Strep A viruses, we are kindly asking that just one representative from each family
attends in order to minimise the risk to everyone in the lead up to Christmas. There will only be
seating room in the hall for those attending and you are asked to take your seat between
10:45am and 11:00am.

Christmas Cards Thank you to the Parents Assaociation for organising the very successful
Christmas Card fundraiser again this year. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to

showecase their artistic talents as well as raising funds for the school.

If vour child happens to be sick this week or showing signs of iliness please do not send

them to school. We have reports of Tummy Bugs, Strep A and Covid 19 in the

Community. 48 hours must have elapsed before a child can return to school following an

illness.

DLR Recyclable Competition The standard of recycled decorations this year was extremely
high and we hope you all enjoyed working creatively with the children. Congratulations to
Autumn Hayes Brant (Mr Finlay’s 1% Class) who was a prize winner in this year's competition
and to the following children who were highly commended for their efforts; Ella Doyle, Cian
Berry, Rian McCaffrey, Teagan Kelly, Seamus Humar, Ray Kelly, Patrick Sweeney, Jordi Flynn
Bolanos, Kate Dore, Penny Cleary, Liam Dony, Stephen Bingham.

Workshops 2" Class Our 2™ Classes each participated in online writing workshops with
Fighting Words. We appreciate the time and energy invested by the Fighting Words volunteers

in helping our little authors to flourish.

Arts Awareness Program Ukulele classes for our second classes re-commenced this term

with Sheilagh Fox and they will continue for a further 5 weeks into the New Year. Ballet Ireland
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workshops with 1% Class children will commence in early January, as will drumming workshops
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in the infant classes.
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Green Schools Among the Green School activities that have taken place so far this year were
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talks for 1% and 2" Classes by Niall Hatch of Birdwatch Ireland. Patrick Hunt of Heritage for
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Schools also took the 1* class children on a guided tour of the school grounds in which they
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identified the flora and fauna in the school environment. Over the past few weeks each class in
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the school, with the kind help of Derek Oman, have planted an array of spring bulbs consisting
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of daffodils, narcissi, crocus and tulips which we look forward to enjoying when they bloom early
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next year. The Green Schools Committee are back up and running and enjoying nature walks
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around the school. Thank you for your continued participation in our Walk on Wednesdays
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(WOW), which is keeping pollution away from our school grounds. We also received 2 further
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Picker Pals kits so now all 2™ classes will be involved in litter picking in their areas.
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Sue Adams of Education for Sustainability recently gave a talk about Climate Change, Global
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Citizenship and what a sustainable school looks like to our staff. It gave powerful insights to our
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role as Educators in the ongoing Climate crisis.
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Science Week Science week created much excitement during the week starting November
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14™. The School was a hive of discovery, wonder and curiosity as the children experienced the
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magic of Science.
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Maths Week which took place on the week of October 17th was an outstanding success. Such
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was the enthusiasm and the variety of the mathematical challenges; we have decided to extend
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it to a ‘Maths Fortnight’ next year.

P B AN

D e

Fundraising Our Halloween fundraiser for Children Hospital Ireland raised a total of €860.00.
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The children enjoyed a really fun day when they took part in a “Halloween Costume” fashion

show and disco in the Hall. As you are aware this week we are fundraising for the Laura Lynn
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Foundation. Many thanks to those who have contributed so far and there is still plenty of time to
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hand in your donation to your class teacher.
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Time Keeping & Attendance It is of most importance that children arrive to school in a timely
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fashion. Late arrivals however can disrupt the classroom routine and result in a child’s school
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day getting off to a bad start. We also kindly request that children remain in school for the entire
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day unless they have a medical appointment or if an emergency arises. Please remember to log
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in to Aladdin and fill in the reasons for any absences before children return to school.
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Absences of more than 20 days will be reported automatically to the Education Welfare Service
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at the end of each school term.
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o Christmas Holidays Our Christmas Holidays begin on Wednesday 21 December 2022 at o8
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«  12.00 noon and we will return to school on Thursday 5" January 2023. «
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g‘i From all of us in the Junior School we wish you the peace and joy that Christmas brings.
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